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At our Winter Forum in November, we celebrated the 100th member to join 

The Garioch Partnership, by presenting them with a cheque for £100.   

We were delighted that Cllr. Berry kindly stepped up to present the cheque for 

£100 to Lynne Copland, representing Garioch Women for Change. 

Garioch Women for Change 

100th Member  

of The Garioch Partnership 

 



Aberdeenshire Third Sector Strategy Group (TSSG) provides a gateway to open and 

effective dialogue between Third Sector partners and Aberdeenshire Council.  The 

group works to ensure it is strategically placed to play a valued and impactful role 

that is positioned to co-produce, design and shape policies affecting the third sector 

and communities.  The TSSG includes representatives from the Aberdeenshire Rural 

Partnership Federation (ARPF), the local Third Sector Interface (TSI) Aberdeenshire 

Voluntary Action (AVA) and Aberdeenshire Council. 

The group are embarking on a piece of work to help demonstrate the value of the 

third sector across Aberdeenshire.  If successful, the purpose of this project will be to 

help strengthen the position of many Third Sector Organisations (TSO) to be 

recognised as a credible partner in the delivery of services.  

We believe there are great examples of this already happening therefore the first 

stage is to obtain a picture of what our Third Sector currently looks like.  

The link is to a short questionnaire which will help us to gather valuable quantitative 

information to kick start the process: https://survey.sogosurvey.com/r/1mz5uh  

We would be extremely grateful if you would complete and share the survey through 

your networks.  

Third Sector Survey - Please help! 

This survey is aiming to show how much our local community groups are 
doing and how many services they are providing.   

Please could we ask all member groups to fill it in to help us influence policy 
and possible services in the future ? 



Our Winter Forum was held on a 

cold November evening, but there 

was a warm welcome and a Fly 

Cup fine piece for everyone who 

came along. 

Our invited speaker was Elaine 

Sinclair, of Royal Voluntary Service, 

who gave an entertaining talk on 

the history and role of the 

organisation.   

Following Elaine’s presentation, we took the 

opportunity to mark the growth of The 

Garioch Partnership.   

As you’ll have seen on the cover, we’ve 

recently welcomed our 100th member 

organisation (and we’ve welcomed another 

4 member organisations since then!).   

To celebrate, the Board of Trustees agreed 

to donate £100 to the 100th member, which 

turned out to be Garioch Women for Change. 

 

You can find out more about both 

Garioch Women for Change, and 

the Royal Voluntary Service, later 

in this newsletter. 

 

After the presentation, Dawn gave 

a quick update on The Garioch 

Partnership. 

Winter Forum - 25th November 2019 



We’re now 8 years old and we’ve 

just welcomed our 100th member.  

Still busy but we’ve always time 

for anyone who needs us.   

 

The Partnership is led by you - 

whatever you need, let us know.  

If there is anything that you 

would like us to do, let us know.  

 

As you’ll have heard, our asset 

transfer appeal to for Market Place 

School was rejected by the Scottish 

Government.   

That was the final stage, so that’s as 

far as we can go with it, but we will 

still work towards a Third Sector 

Hub.  We are still speaking with the 

Council about an alternative 

property and we’ll keep you 

informed. 

All of us at The Garioch Partnership 

would like to take this opportunity 

to thank you for all of the support, 

time and effort that you gave 

throughout the application process. 

Finally, our Forum ended with the 

usual networking opportunity, 

allowing folk to catch up and share 

information. 

Many thanks to all who attended. 



Elaine Sinclair joined us at our 

Winter Forum and shared a 

fascinating overview and 

history of Royal Voluntary 

Service (RVS).  

 

She also gave us the 

opportunity to examine, 

and try on, an example of 

their original uniform! 

 

The Women’s Voluntary Services for Air Raid Precautions was founded in 1938 by 

Lady Stella Reading, aiming to help recruit women into the ARP movement assisting 

during and after air raids by providing emergency rest centres, feeding, first aid, and 

perhaps most famously assisting with the evacuation and billeting of children. 

By 1943 the organisation 

had over one million 

volunteers and was involved 

in almost every aspect of 

wartime life from the 

collection of salvage to the 

knitting of socks and gloves 

for merchant seamen.  

After the war RVS transformed to become a 

leading organisation in the field of social care, 

pioneering the practices that formed the 

cornerstone of modern social services. 

They changed their name to simply WRVS in 

2004, and in 2013, they became Royal 

Voluntary Service.  They are a volunteering 

charity, with nearly 20,000 volunteers across 

the UK who give their time to help make communities stronger. 



RVS pride themselves on providing local services, based on 

local need.  Services in Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire include the cafes, shops and 

trolley services at local hospitals, which help to fund their support services.   

They run a Community Transport 

service as well as One to One 

Support services, designed to build 

confidence and help reconnect 

people with the things that make 

life worth living, so they can stay 

independent for longer.   

In addition, their volunteer-run 

Social Clubs and Events provide a 

wide range of activities from 

dancing, crafts and gentle exercises 

to specialist interests as well as the opportunity to catch up with friends.  

This year, RVS will be bringing a new project to Garioch, so look out for more 

information about “Supporting healthy happy lives”. 

Find out more at www.royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk  

or for local volunteering opportunities and service referrals contact 

aberdeenshiresupport@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk 



Garioch Women for Change were  formed in 

April 2018. We are a women’s group open to 

everyone of all ages and whose members are 

drawn from rural and urban areas.  Our aims 

are to educate and empower, with the focus on 

the inclusion of as many diverse groups as 

possible and facilitate political participation. 

The group held a Suffragette conference in September 2018 , which was funded by 

the Scottish Government,  to ensure that women were made aware of women’s  

sacrifices and the significant contribution of the Suffragette Movement and its 

relevance to the role of women in politics in a modern context. It was held at Logie 

Durno Community Hall. 

The ultimate aim of the 

conference was to encourage 

women of all ages and 

particularly those from rural 

environments to become engaged 

in political processes, whether 

that be at a community, local or 

national level. 

The conference was a huge 

success and  124 women of all 

ages and background attended.  

The groups activities have 

featured in magazine articles 

throughout 2018/19 and hope 

that coverage of a planned Eco 

Emergency Event in Inverurie 

Town Hall on March 7th 2020 will 

be national.  



Garioch Women have been 

involved in local campaigns, 

collecting signatures and 

garnering support for e.g.. 

Market Street Primary CAT 

application, Good Food Policy 

meetings, Democracy Matters 

workshops, Modern Monetary 

Theory, Menopause Policy and 

successful Climate Change 

Cafes/ Conversations.  

Garioch Women have travelled to Edinburgh and Glasgow attending conferences and 

meetings on a wide variety of topics including International Women’s Day at the 

Scottish Parliament. 

Garioch Women for Change 

are currently on a campaign 

highlighting changes to the 

NHS.   

The group have taken their 

NHS presentation “ on tour” 

since the Spring of 2019 , and 

have trained facilitators in 

other areas e.g.. Edinburgh 

and Inverness to give 

presentations and spread 

their message. 

The group meets weekly on a Monday at 1.30 pm in the Fly Cup Meeting Room.   

All are welcome. 

Find out more at https://www.facebook.com/groups/2012779292131383/ 



Aberdeenshire Saxophone Orchestra is the only orchestra in Scotland playing the 

full range of instruments from Bass to Sopranino saxophones.  Membership is open 

to anyone who can play the saxophone to at least grade 2 standard. 

We have been awarded SCIO status.  As a charity, our remit is to offer the 

experience of playing in an orchestra free to all those under 16 or in full-time 

education.  We also own a selection of the more unusual sizes of saxophone which 

are available on loan to our members. 

Our players benefit from the instruction and guidance of our world-class music 

director, Richard Ingham, who is a renowned saxophonist, composer and educator.  

(Richard Ingham, www.saxingham.com). 

The saxophone orchestra is a wonderful opportunity for young people who may be 

going on to a career in music but it is also a life-enhancing activity for everyone.  At 

the moment our ages range from 14 to 77. 

We encourage people to take up their saxophone again, or borrow one of ours, 

and join us in this exciting and fun project.   

Our repertoire includes a wide range of 

musical genres, including classical, jazz, 

pop, folk, traditional Scottish and 

contemporary.  Many of these are not 

normally associated with the instrument 

and we believe that this will appeal to 

many and varied audiences. 

New members are always welcome.  

Contact details on our website 

www.aberdeenshiresaxorchestra.co.uk   



Aberdeenshire Saxophone Orchestra got off to a great start on 17th November 

with 23 players turning up. We had already acquired 6 new members, by word of 

mouth, from Aberdeen, Mintlaw, Collieston and Banff.On the day we were joined 

by Tim, a retired dentist from Dallas near Elgin, Franziska, a teenager from Aboyne 

and Daisy, our youngest recruit aged 10 from Rosehearty.  

Pictured here are new recruits: Lexie from Banff, 

Franziska and Daisy.  Daisy said that she managed to 

play four lines and the odd note and was very happy 

about that thanks to the nice lady who took her 

under her wing.  The ‘nice lady’ pictured here on 

Daisy’s left is Briony Mair, head teacher at 

Kininmonth Primary school near Mintlaw. Briony joined the orchestra after 

Richard Ingham ( the Saxophone Orchestra’s music director ) brought the ‘Youth 

Music Initiative’ funded Jazz Music Program to her school.  

Some of the orchestra members displaying the 6 sizes 

of saxophone that the Orchestra plays. Emily from 

Bucksburn on Sopranino, Abi from Portlethen on 

Soprano, Zoë from Old Meldrum on Alto, Derek from 

Longside on Tenor, Ben from Blackburn on Baritone 

and Emma from Stonehaven on Bass.  

The relative sizes of the instruments are made more obvious by this 

picture on the right. Shown here are Foss from King Edward who is 

the tallest member of the Orchestra holding the smallest instrument, 

the Sopranino. Standing next to her is Daisy who 

is only just taller than the Bass saxophone.  

Left, Richard Ingham trying to get everyone in 

tune.  

 

All pictures were taken by David Gordon from Knock News 

who was at the session to do a feature on the orchestra.  



Council Information & Updates 
Aberdeenshire Council have a new online road 

condition reporting system - find it at: 

https://online.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/apps/

roadfaults/  

This link will also take you to the systems for 

reporting faulty street lights and for 

requesting a refill of grit bins. 

 

www.roadworksscotland.org 

Providing details of all roadworks that are 

planned across Scotland, you can use the filter 

to select works in the Aberdeenshire Council 

area, or zoom in to specific areas.   

Click on the indicated works to get 

information about who is responsible for the 

roadworks and the planned duration. 

 

Local libraries Survey 

Live Life Aberdeenshire want to know how you 

use your local library, and if you don't use it, 

why. Your views will help inform the future of 

library services in Aberdeenshire. 

They need to achieve savings, and the needs of 

individual communities and how customers want to access services is at the forefront 

of this, as are opportunities to deliver services in different ways.  Communities are 

encouraged to give their views on local libraries via the survey, which will then inform 

future decisions by councillors. 

For more info and a link to the survey, which is open until the end of February, see: 

http://bit.ly/30c37tD 

To go straight to the survey, see: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/ABSLIBRARIES 



Members 

building a connected community 

A warm welcome to our latest member: Sunrise Partnership SCIO 



Any not-for-profit community 
organisation, large or small, 
based in the Garioch area or with 
links to the area can join free of 
charge. 

Individual members who support 
the aims of the partnership are 
also welcomed as members. 

In fact—any bona-fide, not for profit, community group can apply to join! 

To join, complete and return our membership form - you can find it on our 
website: http://gariochpartnership.org.uk/membership-join/ - or e-mail 
info@gariochpartnership.org.uk and we’ll send one out to you. 

Who can join? 

How can TGP help you? 

We can support you with: 

 Project planning  

 Governance 

 Sourcing funding 

 Consulting & engaging with  

your community  

 Handling “red-tape”   

We’ve got a variety of equipment that groups can borrow for 

free, including a digital camera and data projector. 

We can also provide Independent Examination of your charity accounts (for a small fee: 

£40 for members and £60 + mileage for non-members). 

For more information, contact info@gariochpartnership.org.uk 

Developing 

Connecting 

Funding 



Resilience Funding 
Following the flooding that hit the Garioch area in January 2016, 

the Inverurie Round Table set up a campaign to raise funds for 

those who had been affected.  

Our local communities came together to organise a number of 

fundraising events and many generous donations were added to 

the Round Table’s total. 

The Garioch Partnership administer those funds on their behalf.  If you have a project 

that you’d like funded, please get in touch - we could make a contribution of up to 

£750.  Full guidance and application forms are available on our website – 

www.gariochpartnership.org.uk or e-mail info@gariochpartnership.org.uk.  

Previous recipients of resilience 

funding have used their grants to 

purchase equipment to prevent future 

flooding, or to assist in the community 

response to future flooding, but 

potential funding applications are not 

restricted to flood-related projects. 

 

Any project which will help to build resilience in 

your community will be considered for funding.  If 

you have any questions, or would like more help or 

advice with your application, please get in touch - 

info@gariochpartnership.org.uk 



The Garioch Partnership 
Fortnightly Update 

These are just a selection of the funding 
opportunities that have been featured in 

recent Updates.   

This fortnightly e-mail is sent to all 
members of The Garioch Partnership and 
also includes details of training courses, 

news and events. 

To join The Garioch Partnership complete 
the form on our website 

http://gariochpartnership.org.uk/
membership-join/ 

The Rotary Club of Kintore, Kemnay & 
District, through its "Funds4U" program, is 
inviting applications for financial support 
from local individuals or organisations for 
activities which support the Community 
Kintore, Kemnay and the surrounding 
district. 

Applications or any queries should be sent 
by email to the Club Secretary at 
jimandray@gmail.com by 29th February 
2020.  

For more information, see their Facebook 
page at https://www.facebook.com/The-
Rotary-Club-of-Kintore-Kemnay-District-
127318994013603/  

People's Postcode  
Lottery Funding  

Closes 4th February 2020 

 

Local charities and good causes are 
being encouraged to apply for funding of 
over £3million that has been raised by 
the players of People’s Postcode Lottery.  

Good causes from voluntary groups to 
community interest companies, as well 
as registered charities can apply for 
grants between £500 up to £20,000. 

The funding will be awarded through 
three separate trusts which each 
support projects focused on different 
themes: 

People’s Postcode Trust - https://
www.postcodetrust.org.uk/  

Postcode Community Trust - https://
www.postcodelocaltrust.org.uk/  

Postcode Local Trust - https://
www.postcodecommunitytrust.org.uk/  

Through their Open Awards Programme, 
The Robertson Trust make awards to 
organisations carrying out work that 
reflects one or more of their funding 
strands.  

They will prioritise work which aims to 
reduce inequality by responding to 
identified needs and disadvantage.  

Find out more at http://
www.therobertsontrust.org.uk/ 

https://www.postcodetrust.org.uk/
https://www.postcodetrust.org.uk/
https://www.postcodelocaltrust.org.uk/
https://www.postcodelocaltrust.org.uk/
https://www.postcodecommunitytrust.org.uk/
https://www.postcodecommunitytrust.org.uk/


Community Events 

Join us for an evening of wine and fun! 

Hosted by Fountainhall Wines, you will be 
able to taste 6 wines from across the globe, 

guided by a wine expert.  

7.30 - 9.30pm, Friday, 31 January 2020 
The Old Schoolhouse, Westhill 

£15 per person with nibbles included. 

Book your tickets by emailing 
events@sensationall.org.uk or calling 

01224 746699  

 



St Andrew’s Church,  

Inverurie 
Offers great premises for  

 

CHILDREN’S PARTIES 

 

Hall & Old Chapel,  

central location, excellent kitchen,  

abundant free parking,  

reasonable rates, + other amenities. 

 

For further information please contact: 

Phone:01467 628740 or 

Email:inveruriestandrews@outlook.com to 

discuss your requirements. 

 

Website: standrewsinverurie.co.uk 

St Andrew’s Church,  

Inverurie 

 

 

 

 

Offers a traditional setting for 

CHRISTMAS NATIVITIES 

SERVICES 

END OF TERM CONCERTS 

For further information please contact: 

Phone:01467 628740 or 

Email:inveruriestandrews@outlook.com 

to discuss  your requirements. 

Website: standrews@btinternet.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gordon Art Showcase & Exhibition 
19 – 22 March 2020 

Exhibition Entries close 31st January 

Find out more at 

www.gordonartexhibition.org.uk 

‘Home’ Embroidery Exhibition 

Tuesday 7 Jan – Saturday 29 Feb. 

See how the members of the 
Embroiderer’s Guild have used thread and 
fabric to interpret “home” and what makes 
it special to them. Over 100 pieces to see. 

11 am – 4 pm Tuesday – Saturday 

ENTRY £2 per person 





As you know Spikin Autism and 

More is a Parent Peer Support 

Group for those affected by an 

Autism Spectrum Condition, 

Additional Support Need or any 

other Condition.  

 

We fundamentally organise Peer 

Support Sessions, but also arrange 

activities, events, day trips and 

training throughout the year.  

 

We have our Support Sessions for 

term 3 organised which also 

includes family sessions, at places 

such as Garioch Indoor Bowling 

Centre, BECS Inclusive Softplay 

centre Inverurie and Tick Tock 

Softplay Alford. 

 

For listings with full details on all 

sessions, please go to the Spikin 

Autism Inclusive Leisure (SAIL) 

Events Page:  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/

spikinautismandmore/events/ 

 

The full timetable is available at: 

https://drive.google.com/file/

d/1YaLakUk-

BPN9lYCtFqle8ulA6pDxLK7N/view 





@Garioch_tweets 

The Garioch Partnership 

1st Floor, Wyness Hall, 
Jackson Street, Inverurie,  

AB51 3QB  
01467 628801 

 
dawn@gariochpartnership.org.uk 
info@gariochpartnership.org.uk 
www.gariochpartnership.org.uk 

If you’ve got events coming up – let 

us know! 

We’ll add the details to the next 

Garioch Gazette as well as our 

fortnightly update e-mail.   

We’ll also add them to the 

Community Events page on our 

website: http://

gariochpartnership.org.uk/events/ 

The Garioch Gazette is The Garioch 

Partnership’s quarterly e-newsletter.  

It is circulated to a mailing list of 

approximately 225 “active citizens” who, 

in turn, are invited to circulate it to their 

personal and community networks – 

caring and sharing! 

If you’re reading this as someone has 

shared it with you, why not sign up to 

receive your own issue?   

We only send 4 issues per year, plus 

invitations to our AGM and winter and 

summer forums. 

Subscribe online at our website: http://

gariochpartnership.org.uk/2019-2/ 

Or e-mail info@gariochpartnership.org.uk 


